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PRICE  ONE  PENNY 


THE  BATTLE  OF  1934  IN  AUSTRIA  AND 
HOW  IT  CAN  BE  AVENGED 

ON  a  grey,  cold  winter  morning,  ten  years  ago,  suddenly  the  trams 
stopped  in  the  streets  of  Vienna.  Deep  silence  descended  on  the 
great  city,  bastion  of  the  working-class  movement.  But  soon  this 
snence  was  broken  by  the  sharp  whistle  of  bullets,  by  the  deep  and  stirring 
thunder  of  artillery  and  the  cries  of  the  wounded.  The  wave  of  Fascism, 
carried  high  in  Italy  and  Germany,  Austria’s  neighbours,  had  fallen  upon 
pur  country.  The  rorces  of  reaction  in  Austria,  at  the  same  time  afraid  or 
and  allured  by  the  power  of  Fascist  Germany  and  Italy,  had  started  on  a 
dangerous  and  ratal  course:  to  destroy  democracy  in  the  hope  that  by  howl¬ 
ing  with  the  wolves  they  might  be  spared  by  them.  But  in  order  to  pursue 
this  suicidal  policy  the  Austrian  Labour  Movement  had  first  to  be  crushed. 

The  Austrian  working  class  took  up  the  struggle.  For  the  first  time 
f  ascism  was  answered  in  tne  only  language  it  understands — by  armed  force, 
t-or  four  days  this  unequal  struggle  continued.  Wonders  of  heroism  were 
performed  by  the  ill-armed  defenders  of  the  splendid  working-class  houses 
erected  by  the  Socialist  Vienna  Corporation.  These  four  days  revealed  all 
the  weakness  of  Fascism  and  all  the  innate  strength  of  the  people.  But  they 
revealed  at  the  same  time  that  democracy  must  not  wait  until  Fascism  is 
ready  to  attack,  but  that  the  working  class  must  rally  the  whole  people 
around  it,  to  smash  Fascism,  and  must  not  fight  alone.  Democracy  was 
beaten  in  Austria,  and  Otto  Bauer,  leader  of  the  Austrian  Social  Demo¬ 
cratic  Pary,  afterwards  explained  why :  “  If  we  had  launched  our  attack 

at  an  earlier  stage,  our  action  would  have  been  on  a  greater  and  more 
universal  scale,  and  the  prospects  of  victory  would  have  been,  brighter  .  .  . 
our  mistake  consisted  in  .  .  .  unduly  postponing  the  decisive  struggle  .  .  .” 

The  struggle  of  12th  February,  1934,  in  Austria  by  no  means  concerned 
Austrians  alone.  On  the  other  side  of  the  frontier  the  German  robbers, 
preparing  their  predatory  war,  watched  with  satisfaction  the  undermining 
of  Austria’s  power  to  resist.  The  dead  were  not  yet  buried  when  Hitler 
declared,  according  to  the  “Daily  Mail”  of  17th  February,  1934:  “I  am 
convinced  that  the  Austrian  workers  will  now  stand  behind  the  Nazi  cause 
as  a  natural  reaction  to  the  violence  which  the  Austrian  Government  has 
used  against  it.”'  It  was  a  natural  reaction  of  the  German  Nazis  to  make  use 
of  any  friction  between  their  future  victims  ;  just  as  it  was  the  natural 
reaction  of  the  workers  to  rally  their  forces  anew  to  fight  for  democracy 
and  thus  to  save  the  independence  of  Austria  against  German  aggression. 
In  fact,  when  the  Nazis  staged  an  armed  rising  in  July,  1934,  a  few  months 
after  the  February  battles,  alleging  they  sought  to  revenge  the  blood  of  the 
workers,  the  German  agents  and  dupes  fought  alone  and  were  easily  beaten. 
Still  mourning  their  dead  and  mutilated  and  enraged  against  their  own 
Government  the  Austrian  working  class  understood  that  German  Fascism 
was  the  deadly  enemy  of  all  that  Labour  stands  for. 

It  is  most  strange  that  the  arrogant  Germans  tried  to  assume  the  role 
of  champions  of  the  defeated  Austrian  workers.  But  it  is  strange  that 
to-day,  when  even  Austrian  Nazis  are  beginning  to  understand  what  domina¬ 
tion  has  brought  to  our  homeland,  people  enjoying  a  safe  refuge  in  this 
country  should  resume  the  outworn  Nazi  propaganda.  Karl  Czernetz, 
leader  of  the  so-called  “  London  Bureau  of  Austrian  Socialists,”  wrote  in 
one  of  his  pamphlets :  “  In  spite  of  the  sharpest  criticism  they  (the  Austrian 
workers)  appreciate  the  fact  that  the  Nazis  succeeded  in  wiping  out  the 
detested  dictatorship  of  the  Clerico-Fascists  and  in  avenging  the  bloody 
massacres  of  February,  1934.”  There  is  only  one  way  to  revenge  our  fallen 
heroes  who  stood  up  against  Fascism  ten  years  ago :  to  drive  the  Germans 
from  Austrian  soil  and  to  regain  the  independence  of  Austria. 

The  consequence  of  the  February  battle . 

The  lost  battle  of  February,  1934,  which  had  opened  a  way  for  Ger¬ 
many’s  first  conquest,  was  a  serious  blow  against  European  peace  and  the 
safety  of  all  European  nations.  A  grave  responsibility  rested  on  the 
Austrian  people,  to  bar  the  way  to  Hitler’s  drive  towards  the  East  and  South- 


East.  To  do  justice  to  this  responsibility  the  Austrian  working  class  had 
to  overcome  the  consequences  of  defeat,  had  to  overcome  oppression  and 
the  deep  gulf  dividing  the  Austrian  people  and  to  lead  the  whole  Austrian 
people  against  the  Nazi  threat.  When  the  “  victor  ”  of  February,  1934, 
Chancellor  Dollfuss,  was  murdered  by  the  Nazi  in  July,  1934,  it  became 
increasingly  clear  to  every  Austrian  Socialist  that  the  only  possible  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  fight  of  February,  1934,  was  to  build  up  the  mighty  front 
of  the  whole  Austrian  people  against  German  Fascism.  The  first  step 
towards  this  aim  was  to  rebuild  the  defeated  and  broken  Labour  Movement. 

Up  to  February,  1934,  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  Austrian 
Labour  Movement  was  organised  in  the  Social  Democratic  Party.  This 
cnanged  alterwards.  Socialist  and  Communist  organisations  developed  side 
by  side.  Otto  Bauer,  the  Socialist  leader,  described  this  process  in  the 
following  words :  “  The  workers  who  stood  together  just  now  in  the  Social 
Democratic  Party,  the  Republican  Defence  Corps  and  the  Socialist  Youth, 
now  were  organised  in  the  Socialist  and  communist  camp.  The  connections 
between  them  were  not  broken  and  both  pressed  for  united  action  against 
the  Fascist  enemy.”  (“  Die  lllegale  Partei,”  Paris,  1939.) 

indeed,  tbe  problem  of  aocialist-Commumst  unity  is  a  decisive  one  for 
the  Austrian  Labour  Movement.  This  unity,  established  and  tempered  in 
ihe  struggle  against  Fascism  in  Austria,  has  become  indissoluble  since  the 
German  oppression.  Socialists  and  Communists  to-day  tight  as  one  in  tne 
Austrian  freedom  Front.  Socialists  and  Communists  co-operate  with  the 
Free  Austrian  Movement  in  Great  Britain.  We  all  hope  that  a  liberated 
Austria  may  see  again  a  mighty  united  working-class  party,  grown  out  or 
the  common  struggle,  the  common  sacrifices  and  the  common  victory.  But 
as  Austrian  Socialists  we  see  clearly  that  this  strong  party  which  our  country 
needs  can  only  develop  from  Socialist-Communist  co-operation.  If,  there¬ 
fore,  to-day  in  Great  Britain  some  former  officials  of  the  Social  Democratic 
Party,  who  constitute  the  “  London  Bureau  of  Austrian  Socialists  ”  and  who 
have  lost  all  contact  with  the  struggle  of  the  Austrian  people,  claim  to  be 
looked  upon  as  the  representatives  of  Austrian  Labour  as  it  existed  before 
the  decisive  battle  of  February,  1934,  they  render  very  bad  service  to  the 
vital  unity  of  the  Austrian  Labour  Movement.  Without  losing  for  a  moment 
our  self-respect  and  consciousness  of  our  role,  we  Austrian  Socialists  have 
to  realise  that  to-day  the  Communists  represent  an  important  part  of  the 
Austrian  people  struggling  for  liberation. 

The  Spirit  of  the  February  battle  lives  on . 

It  was  a  proud  day  for  the  whole  Austrian  Labour  Movement  when 
several  hundreds  of  fighters  of  February,  1934,  paraded  in  their  traditional 
uniforms  before  Stalin  on  the  Red  Square  on  May  Day,  1934.  The  Czecho¬ 
slovak  Republic  and  the  Soviet  Union  have  given  refuge  to  many  hundreds 
of  these  brave  fighters.  But  the  defenders  of  Austrian  democracy  have 
repaid  the  solidarity  shown  to  them.  When  the  Spanish  Republic  faced 
Italo-German  aggression  many  of  the  heroes  of  February,  1934,  went  to 
Spain  and  formed  the  backbone  of  the  Austrian  “  12th  of  February  Bat¬ 
talion,”  and  their  deeds  inspired  the  Austrian  people  facing  the  same  enemy. 
Sonic  ol  them  to-day  fight  with  the  Red  Army,  some  are  volunteers  in  the 
British  Army;  but  most,  if  still  alive,  lie  rotting  alive  in  French  Concentra¬ 
tion  Camps,  waiting  for  the  day  of  liberation. 

When  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Czechoslovak  Socialist  Party 
in  Great  Britain  returned  last  summer  from  a  visit  to  the  Soviet  Union,  he 
told  Austrian  Socialists  that  some  guerilla  groups  in  the  Ukraine  have 
adopted  as  their  slogan  the  proud  words  of  Georg  Weissel,  who  was  hanged 
by  the  Austrian  Fascists  for  the  leading  role  he  played  during  the  February 
rising:  “The  individual  is  nothing,  the  community  is  all.”  Thus  the 
memory  of  our  heroes  is  honoured  by  those  in  the  forefront  of  the  struggle 
against  German  bestiality.  And  it  is  with  great  reverence  that  the  League 
of  Austrian  Socialists  has  given  its  home  in  London  the  name  of  “  Georg 
Weissel  House.” 

The  Austrian  Freedom  Front,  calling  on  the  Austrian  people  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  guerilla  groups  which  have  sprung  up  in  some  parts  of. 
our  country,  cites  as  one  of  the  inspiring  episodes  in  Austria’s  long  history 
the  battle  of  February,  1934. 


The  spirit  of  February,  1934,  the  spirit  of  active  struggle  against 
Fascism,  still  lives  in  our  country.  It  lives  in  the  Austrian  guerillas  who 
fight  the  Germans  in  close  co-operation  with  our  Yugoslav  neighbours  who 
are  teaching  occupied  Europe  how  to  fight.  It  lives  in  the  Austrian  soldiers, 
conscripted  into  the  German  Army,  who  desert  in  scores  in  Russia  and 
Italy.  It  lives  in  the  Austrian  workers  who  blow  up  their  factories  and 
sabotage  the  German  war  effort.  But  we  are  very  conscious  of  the  fact  that 
our  people  lags  behind  in  its  struggle  against  the  Germans,  that  the  spirit 
of  February,  1934,  does  not  yet  burn  brightly  enough. 

Nearly  the  whole  Austrian  Youth  in  this  country,  many  members  of 
our  organisation,  have  joined  the  British  Forces,  and  we  all  hope  to  see 
them  united  in  an  Austrian  Fighting  Force.  Only  if  we  are  ready  to  fight 
with  all  our  strength  we  can  claim  to  be  a  part  of  the  Austrian  Freedom 
Front  fighting  for  the  freedom  and  independence  of  Austria,  guaranteed 
by  the  Three  Powers  at  the  Moscow  Conference. 

But  the  “  London  Bureau  of  Austrian  Socialists  ”  and  the  “  Austrian 
Representative  Committee  ”  set  up  by  them  (representing  a  few  ambitious 
gentlemen  but  nothing  else)  calls  upon  the  Austrian  pople  not  to  fight,  not 
to  follow  the  path  of  February,  1934,  but  to  wait  and  spare  themselves. 
British,  American  and  Russian  blood  is  to  liberate  Austria.  These  curious 
“  Socialists  ”  flatly  deny  any  active  struggle  of  the  Austrian  people  in  order 
to  strengthen  their  argument  for  passivity;  they  deny  the  existence  of  an 
Austrian  Freedom  Front,  following  the  ill-famed  example  of  some  Yugoslav 
gentlemen  who  tried — in  vain —  to  kill  the  Yugoslav  Liberation  Movement 
with  silence.  In  fact  the  Austrian  “  Representation  ”  even  questions  the 
ability  of  the  Austrian  people  to  live  in  an  independent  state,  thus  attempt¬ 
ing  to  discourage  any  active  struggle  by  our  people  for  Austria’s 
independence. 

There  is  no  other  course  open  for  an  Austrian  Socialist  in  Great 
Baitain  but  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Austrian  underground  fighters, 
united  in  the  Austrian  Freedom  Front;  this  Freedom  Front  is  represented 
by  the  Free  Austrian  Movement  in  Great  Britain. 

The  cause  of  the  Allies  is  our  cause;  their  struggle  is  our  struggle.  The 
Austrian  Freedom  Front,  uniting  all  active  groups  and  persons  in  our 
country,  leads  the  struggle  of  the  Austrian  patriots.  Those  who  fight,  and 
those  alone,  will  reap  the  benefit  of  the  coming  victory.  Thus  we  Austrian 
Socialists  in  Great  Britain  commemorate  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  battle 
of  February,  1934,  prepared  for  the  tremendous  battles  which  are  impend¬ 
ing,  and  prepared,  too,  for  the  great  task  to  cement  Austria’s  independence, 
the  token  of  victory  for  us,  on  such  a  firm  basis,  in  close  co-operation  with 
our  Czechoslovak  and  Yugoslav  neighbours,  that  any  possible  German 
drive  to  the  East  in  the  future  will  be  checked  before  it  has  a  chance  to 
develop.  Only  then  can  the  ideals  of  those  who  gave  their  lives  in  Feb¬ 
ruary.  1934,  be  realised — the  advance  of  the  Austrian  people  towards 
Socialism. 


Austrians  Socialises— 

JOIN  THE 

LEAGUE  OF  AUSTRIAN  SOCIALISTS 

British  Socialists™ 

JOIN  THE  FRIENDS  OF  AUSTRIA, 


Write  for  particulars  to  our  Secretary. 


Issued  bv  League  of  Austrian  Socialists,  Georg  Weissel-Rouse,  36,  Fitzjohn’s  Avenue,  Lon¬ 
don,  N.W.3.  (HAM  4552)  and  Free  Austrian  Movement  in  Scotland.  36R,  Sauchiehall 
Street,  Glasgow,  C  ;  Dugdale  Printing  Ltd,,  122,  Wardour  Street,  W.l. 


ABSENTEES 
FOR  FREEDOM 


“AREN'T  YOU,  TOO,  A  REFUGEE  ?”  COURTESY  “  NEWS  CHRONICLE.” 


THE  CASE  OF  THE  JEWS  IN  THE 
POLISH  FORCES 

■.TOM  DRIBERG., 

A  D 
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HITLER  SAID  :  “  ANTI-SEMITIC  PROPAGANDA  IN  ALL  COUNTRIES  IS  AN  INDISPENSABLE 
medium  for  the  extension  of  our  political  arsenal.” 

Even  before  Hitler,  anti-Semitism  was  endemic  in  Poland.  Anti-Semitism  is 
never  harmless  or  pleasant ;  but  when,  as  now,  it  is  an  actual  instrument  of 
enemy  policy,  it  must  be  dealt  with  energetically. 

The  Poles — historically  a  warrior  nation — are  among  our  most  gallant  allies. 
Their  young  pilots  fly  with  the  Royal  Air  Force.  Not  a  word  can  be  said  against 
their  military  integrity  or  prowess.  Unfortunately,  too  many  of  them  still  suffer 
from  this  psychological  infection.  The  Polish  Government  itself  has  recognised 
this  with  concern  :  since  1940,  there  have  been  repeated  official  condemnations  of 
anti-Semitism. 


These  have  been  largely  ineffective.  You  cannot  cure  a  disease  of  the  mind, 
widespread  in  a  social  group,  by  an  Order  of  the  Day.  Indeed,  such  action  (while 
muffling  the  more  violent  outward  manifestations)  may  even  intensify  the  sentiment 
itself  and  the  resentment  felt  towards  its  victims.  The  Polish  Army,  for  instance, 
has  asked  that  no  E.N.S.A.  shows  be  sent  containing  even  one  Jewish  artist. 

Moreover,  the  position  of  the  Jews  in  the  Polish  Forces  in  Britain  has  been 
increasingly  difficult  since  the  arrival  among  them  of  some  thousands  of  Poles, 
captured  in  North  Africa,  who  had  actually  been  fighting  as  conscripts  under 
Rommel  against  the  Allies.  These  men  had  inevitably  absorbed  much  of  the 
Nazi  outlook.  The  most  that  could  be  said  to  minimise  this  difficulty,  by  Captain 
Alan  Graham,  M.P.,  the  official  Poles’  most  ardent  British  spokesman,  was  this  : 
“  The  discipline  that  these  troops  endured  in  Rommel’s  army  was  such  as  to  make 
them  so  highly  disciplined  that  they  could  not  be  guilty  of  any  spontaneous 
enthusiasm  for  Jew-baiting.”  This  seems  a  curious  argument.  (Captain  Graham 
went  on  to  say,  in  the  same  speech,  that  80  Jews  had  deserted  from  the  Czecho¬ 
slovak  Army  a  fortnight  earlier.  The  Czechs  have  stated  officially  that  there  is 
no  truth  whatever  in  this  statement ;  there  has  been  only  one  desertion  from  the 
Czechoslovak  Army  this  year,  and  that  deserter  was  not  a  Jew.  This  statement 
was  typical  of  the  baseless  misrepresentations  and  calumnies  that  have  been  spread 
by  some  Polish  agencies  in  an  attempt  to  obscure  the  Polish-Jewish  issues). 

By  the  end  of  1943,  at  any  rate,  the  situation  of  the  Jews  in  the  Polish  Forces 
here  had  become  so  intolerable  that  a  number  of  them  decided  to  obtain  leave 
or  absent  themselves  from  their  units,  come  to  London,  and  appeal  in  the  first 
instance  to  the  Polish  Government  to  transfer  them  to  the  British  Forces.  Three 
such  groups  did,  in  fact,  come  to  London,  in  an  orderly  and  open  way.  The  first 
group  numbered  about  70  ;  the  second  group  arrived  90  strong,  and  grew  to  about 
130  (including  three  women,  members  of  the  Polish  A.T.S.) ;  the  third  group 
numbered  30.  These  are  the  men  who  are  now  commonly  referred  to  as  the 
Jewish  “  deserters  ”  :  they  did,  indeed,  technically,  become  deserters,  but  “  refugees  ” 
might  be  a  better  word  for  them. 

The  appeal  to  the  Polish  authorities  failed.  The  men  turned  to  various  Jewish 
organisations  and  to  individual  M.P.s,  Jewish  and  non-Jewish.  The  M.P.s  took 
the  matter  up  with  the  Foreign  Office  ;  the  Foreign  Office  discussed  it  with  the 
War  Office  and  negotiated  with  the  Polish  Government.  The  attitude  of  all  the 
officials  concerned,  both  British  and  Polish,  was  helpful  and  sympathetic.  As  a 
result  of  these  representations  and  negotiations,  the  members  of  the  first  two  groups, 
numbering  about  200,  were  actually  transfered  to  the  British  Army,  without  fuss 
or  publicity. 

Unluckily  for  the  members  of  the  third  and  smallest  group,  they  arrived  in  London 
a  little  later  than  the  others  ;  no  doubt  some  of  them  were  encouraged  to  come 
by  hearing  news  of  the  transfers  that  were  then  in  process.  The  Polish  authorities 
felt  that  they  could  not  sanction  any  further  transfers  ;  Polish  and  British  police 
raided  the  hostel  at  which  the  30  Jews  were  staying,  and  arrested  most  of  them  ; 
they  have  since  been  court-martialled  in  camera  by  Polish  military  courts  (which 
function  in  this  country  under  the  Allied  Forces  Act  passed  by  Parliament  in  1940). 
and  sentenced  to  terms  of  imprisonment  varying  from  one  to  two  years. 

It  was  only  after  these  arrests,  when  all  private  representations  had  failed,  that 
it  seemed  necessary  to  raise  the  matter  publicly  in  Parliament.  It  was  raised  with 
the  utmost  reluctance  ;  there  was  no  desire  to  get  publicity  which  might  have  had 
unfortunate  repercussions,  or  to  embarrass  the  Polish  authorities. 

These  men  are  trained  soldiers  and  sailors.  In  prison  they  are  useless  to  the 
Allied  war  effort.  They  are  being  punished  for  taking  precisely  the  same  action 
as  their  200  comrades  took  without  being  punished  for  it,  and  with  the  result  that 
they  desired.  It  seems  wasteful  and  unfair. 

The  first  object  of  our  present  campaign  is  to  secure  the  release  of  these  ,  few 
men  and  their  transfer  to  the  British  Forces.  The  second  object  is  also  clear, 
limited,  and  simple — to  secure  the  transfer  to  the  British  Forces  of  such  of  the  Jews 
remaining  in  the  Polish  Forces  as  wish  to  be  transferred.  They  number  some  600 
in  all ;  the  organisational  problem  involved  should  not  be  insuperable. 

British  people  are  congenitally  disinclined  to  believe  that  anything  barbarous 


•or  brutal  can  happen  on  British  soil.  They  know  that  Jews  are  persecuted  on 
the  continent  of  Europe  ;  but  “  it  can’t  happen  here.”  Unfortunately,  it  can  and 
does  happen.  The  experience  of  all  these  Jewish  absentees  from  the  Polish 
Forces  has  been  horrifying  and  saddening. 

1  have  been  asked  repeatedly,  “  How  do  you  know  that  their  story  is  true  ?  ” 
1  reply  :  (1)  I  have  talked  personally  with  dozens  of  these  men  ;  1  am  an  experienced 
journalist,  accustomed  to  getting  at  the  facts  of  a  story  before  publishing  it ; 
these  men’s  stories,  full  of  incidental  detail,  names,  dates,  etc.,  are  convincing  on 
internal  evidence  alone,  and  they  tell  them  with  passionate  and  obvious  sincerity. 
(2)  I  have  never  met  a  Jew  in  the  Polish  Forces  who  was  not  unhappy  ;  conversely, 
1  have  never  happened  to  meet  a  Polish  officer  or  N.C.O.  (and  1  have  met  a  good 
few)  who  was  not  anti-Semitic  (though  1  realise  that  there  must  be  some  who 
aren’t).  (3)  The  British  and  Polish  Governments  would  not  have  negotiated  the 
transfer  of  the  200  soldiers  if  they  had  not  been  convinced  that  they  had  indeed 
suffered  persecution  ;  at  no  time  has  the  Foreign  Office  thought  the  complaints 
untrue  or  exaggerated.  (4)  If  they  had  not  been  driven  to  it,  why  should  these 
soldiers  have  taken  the  desperate  step  of  absenting  themselves  without  leave  ? 
Under  Polish  military  law,  desertion  is  punishable  by  death  :  they  were  actually 
risking  death  to  be  able  to  fight  as  free  men. 

No  suggestion  of  cowardice  or  “running  away  from  the  war”  would  bear  even 
a  moment’s  investigation.  Throughout  the  negotiations  these  Jews  have  repeatedly 
emphasised  their  desire  to  be  transferred  to  British  combatant  units  ;  of  the  200 
who  were  transferred,  more  than  one-third  are  now  serving,  at  their  own  urgent 
request,  in  combatant  units,  and  the  rest  are  being  similarly  posted  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  in  accordance  with  the  type  of  service  for  which  they  have  been  trained 
and  their  medical  categories.  Their  letters  testify  to  their  happiness  at  serving  with 
men  who  treat  them  as  normal  human  beings,  and  not  as  pariahs  or  scum. 

The  Foreign  Office  now  claims  that  the  transfer  of  these  200  was  an  exceptional 
action,  “  not  intended  to  be  a  precedent.”  If  the  circumstances  in  which  such 
action  was  taken  remain  unchanged — as,  undoubtedly,  they  do — we  have  a  right 
to  demand  that  it  should  be  regarded  as  a  precedent ;  to  refuse  similar  treatment 
to  the  remaining  Jews,  who  have  suffered  exactly  what  the  200  suffered,  is  to 
discriminate  against  them  most  inequitably. 

It  is  also  argued  that  further  transfers  would  be  (a)  operationally  difficult,  on 
the  eve  of  the  Second  Front,  since  many  of  these  Jews  are  trained  fighting  men, 
(b)  injurious  to  discipline,  since  we  cannot  continue  to  let  Allied  soldiers  think 
that  they  can  get  their  grievances  remedied  by  desertion. 

These  two  arguments — the  main  official  arguments  against  further  transfers — 
hang  together.  The  short  but  complete  answer  to  them  is  that  there  cannot  be 
good  discipline,  good  morale,  or  unity  in  those  Polish  units  in  which  Jew-baiting 
(even  if,  for  the  moment,  it  is  latent)  has  flourished,  so  long  as  the  Jewish  soldiers 
still  remain  in  them  :  and  that,  therefore,  such  units  cannot  be  operationally 
efficient,  and  may  indeed  be  a  source  of  weakness  rather  than  of  strength  to  the 
Allied  invasion  effort. 

Again  and  again  these  Jews  have  been  told,  by  Poles  who  should  be  their 
comrades,  “  You  just  wait.  We  can’t  do  what  we’d  like  to  do  to  you  here  in 
Britain,  because  these  British  swine  are  in  the  pay  of  the  Jews  ;  but  the  moment 
we  land  in  Europe,  out  of  sight  of  the  British — then,  every  Pole  has  two  bullets, 
the  first  for  a  Jew,  the  second  for  a  German.” 

It  may  be  that  such  threats  would  not,  in  fact,  be  carried  out.  They  have  none 
the  less  been  made,  and  the  Jews  believe  them  to  have  been  made  with  savage 
sincerity.  How  can  they  go  with  confidence  into  this  supreme  action  of  the  war  ? 
And  would  not  the  Poles  themselves  fight  more  single-mindedly  if  this  distraction 
— this  innocent  irritant — were  removed  from  their  midst  ? 

There  are  other  minority  problems  among  the  Poles.  Ukrainian  and  Byelo- 
Russian  soldiers  allege  maltreatment ;  some  of  them  have  been  court-martialled 
too.  It  may  be  that  their  grievances  also  are  legitimate ;  but  this  additional  com¬ 
plication  should  not  be  made  an  excuse  for  shirking  the  Jewish  problem.  The 
Jews  are  a  small,  clearly  definable  group  ;  no  political  or  frontier  problem  arises 
in  their  case.  Their  request  should  be  dealt  with  on  its  merits  alone. 


Moreover,  it  is  argued  by  some  Polish  spokesmen  that  only  a  minority  even 
of  the  600  remaining  Jews  are  at  all  unhappy.  If  this  be  true,  the  operational 
problem  of  their  transfer  is  at  once  considerably  simplified.  It  is  not  suggested, 
that  any  should  be  moved  into  the  British  Forces  who  genuinely  wish  to  stay 
with  the  Poles. 

Some  Jews — including  elements  in  British  Jewry,  and  the  unenviably  situated 
official  Jewish  representatives  in  the  Polish  National  Council — have  argued  against 
further  transfers,  and  have  been  disquieted  by  this  campaign,  on  the  ground  that 
the  wider,  long-term  interests  of  the  Jews  in  Poland  may  be  prejudiced.  After 
the  war,  they  say,  the  Jews  will  want  to  be  accepted  as  equal  citizens  in  Poland. 
— it  must  not  be  possible  to  say  of  them  that  they  would  not  serve  as  Polish 
soldiers.  This  argument  seems  remote  from  present  reality — from  the  hard  fact 
that  these  few  hundred  Jews,  in  our  own  land,  are  now  the  victims  of  race-hatred 
and  ought  to  be  rescued  from  it ;  it  is  also  unrealistic  in  that  it  seems  to  assume: 
that  the  post-war  social  and  political  set-up  in  Poland  may  be  one  in  which  racial 
discrimination  will  be  recognised.  Post-war  Poland  will  be  strong,  free,  indepen¬ 
dent — and  democratic.  No  racial  discrimination  will  be  tolerated  in  it — and 
no  aspersions  could  be  cast  at  any  Jew  who  had  served  in  any  Allied  army.  Many 
of  these  600  Jews,  in  any  case,  are  only  technically  Polish  citizens.  Many  of  them 
came  from  South  America  as  volunteers  ;  it  seems  particularly  hard  that  these 
should  now  be  victimised  and  obliged  to  serve  in  hopelessly  uncongenial 
surroundings. 

A  few  British  Jews  have  also  been  found  to  say:  “It  is  the  duty  of  Jews  to 
combat  anti-Semitism  wherever  they  meet  it,  not  to  run  away  from  it.  These  men 
should  stay  where  they  are.”  Such  an  argument,  from  comfortably-placed  British 
citizens,  sems  a  trifle  smug,  if  not  callous. 

A  disreputable  attempt  has  been  made  in  some  quarters — including  the  less 
responsible  organs  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Press — to  represent  this  campaign  as 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  “  Red  Plot,”  designed  by  Communist  agents  to 
inflame  public  feeling  against  the  Poles.  This  is  as  ludicrously  untrue  as  any  other 
manifestation  of  Goebbel’s  Bolshevik  Bogy.  Individual  M.P.s  such  as  myself 
took  up  the  case  of  these  men  simply  because,  in  their  distress,  they  called  at  the 
House  of  Commons  and  appealed  to  us  to  help  them.  1  am  a  completely  Indepen¬ 
dent  M.P.,  moderately  of  the  Left ;  no  political  influence  whatever  was  brought 
to  bear  on  me  in  this  connection.  Indeed,  my  impression  is  that  the  Communists 
— though  they  have  certainly  collaborated  in  this  campaign,  as  have  Conservatives, 
Labour  men,  and  Liberals — would  be  inclined  to  take  rather  more  interest  in  the 
problem  of  the  other  Polish  minorities,  with  its  obvious  international  political 
implications,  than  in  that  of  the  Jews.  Moreover,  had  there  been  any  intention 
to  embarrass  the  Polish  Government  publicly,  we  should  not  have  made  the  long- 
drawn-out  and  painstaking  efforts  that  we  did  make  to  settle  the  matter  by  private 
negotiation. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  deal  with  all  the  main  queries  and  objections  that  have 
been  addressed  to  us  in  the  last  few  weeks.  To  my  mind,  the  case  for  the  transfer 
of  these  600  Jews — or  as  many  of  them  as  desire  it — is  simple  and  overwhelming: 
from  every  point  of  view,  human,  political,  and  even  military.  We  pray  that  it 
may  be  supported  by  all  people  of  good  will,  by  all  who  detest  cruelty,  by  Jews 
and  Christians  alike  :  by  Anglicans,  on  whose  behalf  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
has  spoken  so  forthrightly  against  anti-Semitism  ;  by  Free  Churchmen,  with  their 
traditional  concern  for  spiritual  liberty  ;  by  Roman  Catholics,  mindful  of  the 
solemn  condemnations  of  racial  prejudice  and  discrimination  which  have  emanated 
from  the  Holy  See. 

If  a  few  hundred  thousand  citizens  of  this  country,  convinced  that  our  plea  is- 
just,  will  take  the  trouble  to  communicate  their  views  to  their  Members  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  and  to  the  Press,  I  believe  that  the  Government  may  be  persuaded  to  take 
the  few  simple  steps  that  are  needed  ;  a  troublesome  minor  problem  will  be  cleared 
up  :  a  few  hundred  staunch  and  loyal  allies  will  be  free  to  fight  Hitler  more 
effectively  and  in  good  heart. 
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